E STATE OF NEw MEXICO
Lt s OFFICE UF THE GOVERNOR
RE A SANTA FE
' 57501

BRUCE KING
GOYERNOR

January 29, 1971

Mr. Richard W. Heim

Executive Director

Health and Social Services Department
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Mr. Heim:

The area of the environment where several thousand

New Mexicans spend a major part of their time is

often characterized by death, injury and disease.

The problems which have been identified are problems

of an environmental nature. Noise, dust, toxic chemi-
cals and fumes are some of the environmental insults
which shorten the lives and iwpair the health of workers,
both white and blue collar alike. 1 am, therefore, re-
questing that the New Mexico Healtr and 3Social Services
Depar:tment's Environmental Services Division enlarge
its involvezent in this area,

By virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of
the State of New Mexico, and as authorized by federal
law, I designate the Environmental Services Division of
the Health and Social Services Department as the State
Agency responsible for implementing the provisions of
the federal Occupational Health and Safety Act, with
authority to receive federal grants, and to develop
Occupational Health and Safety Standards in the State
of New Mexico

Sincerely,

N e

Governor
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June 22, 1978

Pr. Iulz Binghzm . :
Lssistant Secretary of labor

Cccupational Sziety and Fealth Adcinistrztion
U. S. Deperimeant of labor

200 Constitution Avenue NW

%ashington, D. C. 20210

Dezr Dr. Bingham:

Op A2ril 1, 1978 the reorgznization of the executive draanch of Xew Mexico
statz governzent Deczme effective. This reorgenization is intended to
facilitzte z nere efificient delivery of services to the citizens of New
»

i
Mexico. Through legislation, nuoerous zgencies, bozrds znd cocmissions
: cczbined into twelve czbinet level departments, ezch headed by 2
‘ etary. Tneose fuactions znd cuties assigned to the former Environmental
1 ovement igeaey ere now incorporzted within the ¥ezith znd Eovironment
Depzrtment. Dr. George S. Goldstein, Secretary for Eealth and Environment
_hezés this pev deparicent.

Tocéer the Xew Mexico Cccupationzl Safety zpnd Fealth Flan, the Environmental
Izzrcvement kgeacy of the Health 2nd Social Services Department was the state
designee. The Kew Mexico Occupational Eealth znd Szfety Act vested regulatory
zutherity in the Eavironmental] Improverment Bozrd, a2 five member appointed body,
zné vested eniorcement adjucdicatory functions in the Occupational Eealth and
Sazfety Review Comission, a three pember zppointed body, much like its federal
counterpart.,

The changes which have resulted from reorganization have only limited
affects on the state occupational hezlth and safety program. The former
Envirocmental Iaoprovement Agency of the RHealth and Social Services Depart-
pent is now the Invironmental Isprovement Division of the Health and Environ-
rent Department. Its pnew mailing address is:

Environment2l Improvement Division :
Eezlith and ¥avironment Departoent

P. 0. Box 968

Szntz2 Fe, XM 57503 )
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cape 2
n( ision is row the designee under the State Plan. Its Director is Mr.
ho.. . L. Baca.

‘urther, the authority of the Environmental Improvement Board and Occupational
le2lth znd Safety-Review Comnission granted under the Kew Mexico Occupational
jealth and Safetry Act recains unchanged. .

't is oy sincere belief that the reorganization of state govermment will
:nhance this State's 2bility to protect its workers from occupational

iilnesses znd injuries.

OvVeTrnor

Jh:ese




